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THE TIMES
MARCH 30, 1971

‘At Dacca UniVersity the Burning Bodies of Students Still Lay imn Their
Dormitory Beds .. A Mass Grave Had Been Hastily Covered ..’
- From Michel Laurent

(An Associated Press photographer who evaded the Army in Dacca
and toured the devastated areas.)

~Dacca, March 29. In two days and nights of shelling by the Pak-
istani Army perhaps 7,000 Pakistanis died in Dacca alone.

. .The Army, which attacked without warning on Thursday night with
American supplied M24 tanks, artillery and infantry, destroyed large parts
of the city.

Its attack was aimed at the university, the populous Old City where
Shaikh Mujibur, the Awami League leader, has his strongest following
and the industrial areas on the outskirts of this city of 1,500,000 people-

Touring the still-burning areas of fighting on Saturday and Sunday
it was obvious that the city had been taken without warning. At the
university burning bodies of som> students still lay in their dormitory
beds. The dormitories had been hit by direct tank fire.

A mass grave had been hastily covered at the Jaggannath Hall and
200 students were reported killed in Igbal hall. About 20 bodies were
still lying in the grounds and the dormitories. Troops are reported to
have fired bazookas into the medical college hospital, but the casualty
toll was not known.

Despite claims by the central Government in West Pakistan that
life is returning to normal in Dacca, thousands are flesing the city with
" only the belongings they could carry. Some pushed carts loaded with
food and clothes. Only a few persons have returned to Government jobs,
despite the orders of the military regime.

" Resistance to the Army has been negligible. Pakistanis are obeying
military orders to turn in weapons.

The Pakistan national flag is again flying from most Government
buildings. It had been replaced in the past 10 days by the green red
and yellow “Bangladesh” ( Bengal Nation) flag of independence.
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In the Old City, large parts of which were destroped, elderly men
ruins of their homes.

and women poked among the smouldering
red cars patrolled the almost deserted str-

Army lorries and armou
Pakistan flags to avoid drawing fire from

eets. Cars were pasted with
Army patrols.

Bodies still lay sprawled
in the Army cross-fire. Shanty
down. v F _
The people still appea:edwstunned by the shooting and deaths.

The Government went to extreme lengths to .prevent a large’ con-
tingent of foreign journalists from witnessing the Army’s intervention
and the subsequent violence. ;

Thirty-five foreign correspondents were detained in the Dacca Inter-
continental Hotel and only this reporter and a British correspondent
evaded the Army cordon and subsequent deportation of newsmen to Bom-
bay. Later the Army at Dacca airport frisked me and seized film and

notes on Dacca.

in the streets where they had been caught
towns by the railway had been burnt

At Karachi, the police forced me to strip, my luggage was searched

agéin, and film was seized.—A. P. ,

THE TIMES (LONDON)’
APRIL 2, 1971

Political and Intellectual Leaders Being Wiped Out in War of Genocide
"By Louis Heren \

The Pakistan Army is alleged to have waged a war of genocide in
the elimination of the poli-

East Pakistan. The objective is said to be
tical and intellectual leadership, and it might well have been achieved.

s are also said to have been revived. Thou-

Old religious enmitie
sands of Hindus are alleged to have been slaughtered by Mauslim troops.

This and other charges were made in London yesterday by a young
man who left Dacca earlier this week after spending the past two years
there. For many reasons his name cannot be revealed, but 1 know him
to bea level-headed and responsible man.

He confirmed that Shaikh Mujibur Rahman, the Eaist Bengal leader
escaped the carmage, but 11 members of his bodyguard were killed.

The Shaikh was arfested by troops last Thursday, held in the Ad-
amji school for two days, and then flown to West Pakistan. Heis be-

lieved to be held in Multan.
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o o Soecame apgaren; even ’during the first night of figh=

-t s"ﬂe‘:l\{arcmd to, be on .at:ter, it became clear that certain groups had
1 the victims of completely unrestrained brutality.

These i
e included Awami League leaders, students (who are the most

radical members of the Lea
. ’ | ue), . e «
ol mcmmbors of found.g ), professors and their families, and any

The Army - ] (
wero hﬁ::});u:om;nanders had gpparently concluded that the students
e ! lmwemmmu a (future Bengali independence movement. The pro-
ey Teprasented ;‘ixc East Pakistan intelligentsia, vital for the adminis-
of a future independent Bengal. -
The 9 aggs |
e o t;:aslg?ndfor kxllm.g the Awami League leaders was self-evident.
o e Hin ‘:1:; “n;y mgormant is convinced that the troops were led
] re i i
to o the malign force behind the secessionist move-
© ‘No sing i
J m;nﬁilzeogserver oould possibly have observed all that went on
ays of fighting, but what follows was actually seen

At the University
bl ! :e:::’iv;rs;ty of: Dacca, the residential dormitory Jangannath
e oo T eﬁ } or Hindu students. Tank tracks led to th &
the qtiztpound, which had been blasted down o vl of
© " Qutside the building ‘ .

g there was a fresh mass g ide b
grave. In

;t;;amed f;c')m gvery room which had also been looted Tl::: bIOOd

ies of ~sx;fsavagel~y4kined men in the servants quarter:v. pear by e
n th:irthl; dz;par;tzents of the‘faculty staff, children were seen shot dead
b o ods. ' T e dead bodies of what appeared to be the entire fami-

a senior professor, were found in another apartment

Qutsic 1 .
k’bam‘)‘ot;tsxs’t::v:verel seen. the bodies of students still clutching lathis, or
tral ‘staircase %, in their hands. There. were bloody footprints on the cen-
ase, and splotches of blood trickled down th ‘e
the building. e outside wall of
In Syt
the oﬁi? : i-og the old city's largest bazaars, one entirely Hindu and
o oot wpe ominantly so, the stench of dead and burning bodies wa
noses. iot iﬁlﬁ ﬁﬁft the survivors walked about with cloths over fﬁéi:-
en or eight bodi o : e
‘b,ml;dl“,,ﬂas and on refuse dutrlgps. odice wero Seen In the rubble of uined
In ; . .
who hagnZeeI?u::c;t ﬁ:Y :;lformant saw the still warm corpse of a man
it o death i ) i
wailing wives, | minutes before. It was surrounded by his
—uR
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. This is what was actually seen. What follows is an account of what
happened during the five days of the fighting. Parts of it are reports
received by the informant from friends before he left Dacca.

The Army moved in, in force, to occupy key points of the town
shortly before midnight on March 25, President Yahya Khan had de-
parted for Karachi only a few hours before, and the assumption was
~that the troops acted on his personal instructions.

.. According to official spokesmen, the Army had been warned of a
plot to ‘barricade all the approaches to the cantonment shortly after the
President’s departure. Barricades had certainly gonme up throughout the
~ city, and from midnight until noon the next day, Dacca echoed with the
sounds of firing from heavy artillery, heavy machine-guns and other aut-
omatic weapons.

Throughout the night, there was the glare of large fires and tracer
bullets.
, By dawn, a large pall of smoke covered much of the city and dnf-
ted slowly northwards towards the wealthy suburb of Gulshan. Fires
were also seen in the Bihari area, the scene of communal friction ear-
lier in the month. ‘

“Shoot to kill” curfew was imposed upon the city on March 26. ~Sol-
diers were seen firing with automatic weapons at the house of Colonel
Osmanj, a retired Bengal Army officer.

Shooting and fires continued through the night, but less violently
and the curfew was relaxed for five hours on Saturday March 27.

During a walk through the newer part of the city, destroyed barri-
cades and squatters, huts were seen every-where.

In the older part of the city, near the police ‘lines, there was com-
plete destruction everywhere. It was understood that the only strong
resistance to the Army took place here, with the help of policemen and
troops of the East Pakistan Rifles. They were said to have been mas-
sacré@i for their temerity.

Refugees were already beginning to leave the city. Most of them
carried only a small bundle of clothes.

The curfew was again lifted on Sunday to allow families to ‘buy
food but the New Market was almost completely destroyed.

At the Ramna racecourse, the two small villages and shrines of
Hindu herdsmen were burnt and utterly destroyed. Many bodies were
seen in the rubble, and the few remaining villagers were dazed and ter-
rified.

)

The conclusion drawn was that East Pakistan would be withdut

political and intellectual leadership for at least a decade, and perhaps
& generation,

THE NEW NATION,
SINGAPORE, APRIL 6, 1971
Editorial

THE HOLOCAUST IN EAST PAKISTAN MUST BE ENDED

Eye-witness reports from foreign residents evacuated from East Pak-
istan paint a more horrible picture of the carnage that has been unl-
eashed by President Yahya’s troops than had been suspected.

What has been happening is mearer to genocide. An army suppre-
ssing a revolt is mot in a picnic and a certain amount of unnecesssry ki-
lling, bowever deplorable and misguided, was to have been expected.

The way the army has acted, it is now clear, surpasses anything that
could pass for legitimate use of force. It has resorted to wanton mur-
der of civilians, including women and children, in a dehbemte plan to
achieve submission by stark terror. ~

"And the army is not succeeding. The resistance of ‘the East Pakis-
tanis, though unorganised and largely unaimed, gets more stubborn every
day. The army’s writ does not run beyond the major towns.

Given the normal difficulties of communications in East Pakistan,
the army will have to be several times its present estimated size of 70,
000 before an uprising which has the backing of practically the whole
population can be put down. And when the monsoons arrive ‘in six
weeks from now, the army’s mobility will be further impaired in a drastic
manmner.

Official Pakistani reports themselves cannot conceal any longer that
the normalcy they have been announcing is very far from being restored.
The factories are at a standstill and there is mass absenteeism from gov-

ernment offiices.

. If it was a misguided decision for President Yahya Khanto have
ordered his armies out, to persist in it is an act of irresponsibility of
such cruel magnitude that the world’s conscience cannot continue to ac-
cept it asa matter that Pakistan only can decide.

The EBast Pakistan holocaust must stop. Appeals to sce reason hé.ve
been made to Rawalpindi by India, Russia and Britain. More countucs

must join in this effort to demonstrate that the voice of humamtarxan-
_ism cannot be stilled by :pedanuc considerations of internal sovereignty,
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THE TIMES, LONDON,
MAY 19,1971
Road of Death
Peter Hazelhurst
SABRUM, May 18

Thousands of terrified and improverished Bengalis who have attemp-
ted to flee to India during the past fortnight have collapsed and died
of exhaustion and starvation on the roadside.

Many others on the grim 75-mile march from the Chittagong dis-
trict to the small Indian border state of Tripura are expected to meet
with the same fate, refugees told me today.

As many as 500,000 Muslim and Hindu refugees have already pou-
red into the state of Tripura, and most of them crossed here at Sab-
rum, where the river Feni demarcates the Indo-Pakistan border.

Permiless, exhausted and in a stupor many of the refugees descri-
bed the tragic flight from their homes in the Chittagong district, about
60 miles to the south.

- Shamsuddin Ahmad, a farmer, aged 40, who has lost his wife
end five children, fled Chittagong with his youngest daughter, three-year
old Rohina, when West Pakistani troops fired on his vmage. He sald
his wife was killed by a bullet as the family fied.

Speaking through a Bengali interpreter, he said: ‘I was separated
from the rest of my family as we fled. Idon’t know what has happ-
enen to them. After searching for them I started to walk to the lndxan
border with Rohina.

“We bad no food and no money. She collapsed after six days of
walking. I carried her for a long time but she died in my arms. I
buried her con the way. I have no onme now.”

- The bewildered farmer said he saw hundreds of other refugees dy-
ing on the road. The stronger members of the families would huddle
next to the exhausted and dying men, women and children. When they
died, they buried them in nearby fields and marched on to India. ‘
"~ The tragic stories of many other refugees are similar. Mr. A. Z.

B. Raha, a 48-year-old supervisor at Chittagong port, fled when Pak-

istani tanks moved in on his village, four miles from the centre of the
’clty, last month. .

. wwe started to walk north towards the Indian border. We sa'w"i;"'eo-
ple dying all along the way. Others were lying on the grounds exh-

)

austed. The first to die were the babies, then further along the road
the old and children collapsed, and then the women,” he said.

We found Dr. Choudhury, a medical practitioner from shultespur
village near Chittagong, among the 200,000 homeless migrants who have
flocked into the southern districts of Tripura. He wasina stupor.

Dr. Choudhury claimed that he marched towards India in a daze
after the army encirled his village and killed {9 members of his family
last month. ¢‘There is nothing left,” he said.

Dr. Rathin Datta, supervisor of the general hospital in the border
town of Agartala, north of Sabrum, has so far treated 300 East Pakis-
tanis who had bullet and shrapnel wounds.

“These people were lucky,” he said. “Most of them live near the
border and managed to get through to us for treatment.; But I fear
that thousands have died and are dying from their wounds, starvation
and exhaustion on the road from Chittagong. :

His 267-bed hospital is now overcrowded with an additional 300 wo-
unded refugees. All the refugees claim they were deliberately shot by
Pakistani troops. ' k
" Two sisters, Rohina Begum, aged 16, and Jinat Begum, aged five,
have bullet wounds in their legs and arms. Rohina said her estire fa-
mily was wiped out when Pakistani troops fired on their small boat as
they attempted to cross the River Feni into India last week.

Dr. Datta asked: “What do T do with these children when I have
to discharge them? They have no .one.””

A railway engineer from the nearby junction of Akhaura had a bullet
wound on his head. He cannot believe what has happened.

“Why should they shoot me ? [ am an important government servant.
I told them this when they were looting my office and house. But a
soldier said, ‘Kill the bastard’, and when they shot at me 1 fcll tothe
ground and pretended to be dead.

“They burnt my house and all T have. Whatam Ito do? 1 am
55-with a family of 10, and I have nothing now.”

The road from Agartala is as tragic and sorrowful as the over er-
awded“refugee camps. With fixed stares and utter hopelessness written
on their faces the frail Bengalis march northwards in search of shel-
ter and food. The stream is neverending. !

Schools and Government offices have been turned into huge dormi-
tories but space is limited and most families are in the open. A great
number of women and children - have constructed pathetic grass huts.
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Sanitation is non-existent, the heat is stifling, and the stench is imn-
bearable. Pools of stagnant water are seen everywhere and an epidemic
could break out at any moment. :

THE SUNDAY TIMES
20TH JUNE, 1971

POGROM IN PAKISTAN
Teachers, Writers, Journalists eliminated
Magistrates shot,
Doctors disappear
Gestapo- -like raids, rape, extortion.

LAST WEEK the Sunday Times pubhshed a first-hand report by An-
thony Mascarenhas about the excess of the Pakistan Army in Bast Pak-
istan. Now we have had news—more up to date and detailed and per-
haps even more horrifying of what is happening in East Pakistan. This
is not by Anthony Mascarenhas, but it comes to us from academic and
professional sources we know to be unimpeachable.

- A NEW campaign of terror has begun in East Pakistan. Its aim
is to eliminate any possibility of another secessionist uprlsmg or politi-
cal challenge to the unity of the state

The Military government in Dacca has ordered a two-pronged follow-
up to its defeat of the Bangla Desh forces in the field. First, all pub-
lic servants, teachers, writers, journalists and industrialists are being sc-
reened.

Second, anyone considered potentially dangerous is being ‘‘climina-
ted”. Army intelligence has already begun arresting and interrogating
teachers, journalists and other influential Bengalis. A list of suspects,
thought to be either suporters or sympathisers of the secessionist Awami
League has been prepared.

They are being classified in three categories—white, grey and black.
The white will be given clearance. The grey will lose their jobs and
may be imprisoned. The black will be shot.

- Action against the Civil Service has already begun and 36 ;Bengali
District Magistrates and sub-divisional officers have either been Kkilled
or have fled to the other side.

When army units entered the towns of Comilla, Rangpur, Kushtia,
Noakhali, Faridpur and Serajganj, the local magistrates and the police
superintendents were shot out of hand.

sag

Civil servants on the grey list have been transferred to West Pakis-
tan. They include Taslim Ahmed, Inspector-General of Police. When -
the army struck Dacca on the night of 25th March, the police revoltcd
and fought for 18 hours. :

A ‘new element in the regime of terror isthe Gestapostyle plck-up
Some of those wanted for questioning are arrested openly. Others are
called to0 the army cantonment for interrogation. Most of them do not
return. Those who do are often picked up again by secret agent known
as RAZAKARS, a term used by the volunteers of the Nizam of Hyder-
abad who resisted the Indian takeover of the State in 1948. Razakars
literally means duty to the king or State.

By night and day parts of Dacca are sealed off by troops searching
for Hindus, Awami Leaguers and students. Everyone must carry an id-
entity card. Cars are stopped and searched and the entrances to the
city are blocked by checkposts..

If the jawan (infantryman) at the post finds anyone without an id-
entity card and is in no mood to listen, a trip to the cantonment may
follow. :

Dacca is frequently shaken by bomb blasts after which security is
tightened and areas searched for “miscreants” the army term for mem-
bers of the MUKTI FOUJ (liberation army).

Whatever the army has completed, its task of clearing an area of
“mxscreants” it is replacad by the militia. These are tough forntier peo-
‘ple ‘who ‘are concidered more ruthless and less disciplined than the re-
gular army. They are paid three rupees (about 18p) a day and are lu—
red to East Pakistan by the promxse ‘of ' booty.

The persecution of East Pakistan’s Hindu minority and the surviv-
ing elements of its Bengali nationalism hasa quahty of casual horror
about it.

‘Shanker, a college student of Jagnnath College, escaped to a ncarby
village on 27th March. Two months later he returned alone to see what
remained of his home at Thatari Bazar. Two non-Bengalis spotted him,
shouted “Hindu”, “Hindu” and chase developed. The boy was caught
and taken in procession fo the mosque Wwhere his throat was cut.

Abu Awal, the district magistrate at Bhola had the reputation of

‘being ‘a loyal government servant. He protected the non-Bengali popu-

lation when the Awami League rose in revolt and prevented the Police
station armoury from falling into the hands of the Mukti Fouj.
When they attacked on 1st May, he went to receive them. The

‘Brigadier ‘in charge of the action asked him to resume his post. He
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had hardly turned his back on the officers, when a sepoyshot him with
a rifle.

About a dozen Bengali army officers were transferred to West Pa'k-
istan. They said goodbye to their families and reported at Dacca Alr-
port to board a PIA flight to Karachi. Their families have not so far
heard from them. When they inquired at Army headquarters they wer.a
told that they bad deserted. The mutilated body of a major w'ar?‘ deli-
vered to his family with a letter of regret that he had commited suicide.

Thh whereabouts of Brig. Majumdar, one of the best known Ben-
gali -officers, is unknown. He stayed with his Punjabi colleagues when
his Bengali troops revolted in Chittagong. When his family asked about
him, they were told that any inquiry would invite trouble.

" On the night of June 2, an army jeep entered the Dhanmondi resi-
dential area of Dacca. A government officer called Huq was dragged
out of his house and taken to Kurmitola army cantonment.

His wife telephoned Shafiul Azam, civilian head of the East Pakis-
fan gbvernment who contacted army headquarters and was told no one
called Hug had been brought in. -

. An iﬂdustrialist, Ranada Saha, was told to arrange a gala evening
for ”armyk officers at his village home in Mirzapur. He went to discuss
the arrangements and did not return. ‘

. Troops surrounded the house of a civil servant called Amin. He
was taken away in an army truck with his aged parents, his wife and
three children. His brother was an officer in Bengal Regiment which re-
volted and is now leading the Bangla Desh resistance near Comilla. The
Amin family returned two days later without Mr. Amin.

A captain entered Mitford Hospital in Dacca with two soldiers on
15th May, went to Ward Two and led away Dr. Rahman and another
of his colleagues. They were told they were needed to work in Mym-
ensingh. Their whereabouts are now unknown.

Other troops went to American-run Holy Family Hospital but there
were no surgeons, there. The hospital is now considering closing down
because many of its doctors have fled including the renowned child spe-
cialist, Dr. M. N. Hug. »

At Sylhet, all doctors except Surgeon-General Dr. Shamsuddin, fled
across the border when the army entered the town. A major found Dr.
Shamsuddin in the hospital theatre and shot him point blank.

“+ Most of the senior Bengali officers of the PIA are missing after be-
ing picked up, including Mr. Fazlul Hugq, Deputy Managing Director

tes

for East Pakistan and Captain Sekander Ali, chief sector pilot. Since
the military takeover the airline has dismissed about 2,000 Bengalis.
Razakars have seized the two children of Major Khaled Mosharraf
of the Bengal Regiment who deserted to the Mukti Fouj. The children
aged six and four were first taken as hostages by the army. Their mo-=
ther escaped to India. The children were released but then retaken,
Relatives of missing persons believe that the Razakars are junior army
officers working independently in league with non-Bengalis. Some families

have received ransom demands and ome case is known of money being
paid without success. ‘

The Razakars have now extended their operations from murder and
extortion to prostitution. In Agrabad in Chittagong, they run a .camp
of young girls who are allocated nightly to senior officials. They also
kidoapped girls for their parties. Some have not returmed. Ferdausi,
the leading Bengali singer, narrowly escaped a similar fate when army
officers entered her home. Her mother telephoned a general whom she
knew and military police were sent to her rescue.

A recent development is the return to duty, duress, of a number of
Intelligence Department official who went absent in March in response

to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s call for non-cooperation with the federal
government, ' )

They are now obliged to submit the names of “undesirable petSons”
to the army, which is taking care not to pick up the wrong people as
it did on the mights of 25th and 26th March. o

On those two mnights, the army ‘killed more than 20 University pro-
fessors. Of these, Dr. Moniruzzaman of the Physics department was shot
dead instead of his namesake in the Bengali Department, Mr. Monaim

of the English Department was similarly killed instead of Mr. Munir,

also of the Bengali Department.

Some University teachers reported for duty on Ist June at the ins-
tigation of General Tikka Khan, the Martial Law Administrator, but some
of them have since fallen into the hands of the RAZAKARS. )

The activities of RAZAKARS are known, if not overtly approved, by
the military administration. 'Occasionally, they are a source of concern.
Recently the administration managed to induce a few hundred jute wor-
kers to resume production in Dacca. On 29th May three of their trade
union leaders were taken away in an army jeep. By the following day
the workers had fled. : ‘

The PROBLEMS of return for the 6 million refugees seem insuper-
able. In Dacca, Jessore, Rangpur, Ishurdi, Khulna and Chittagohg their
houses and shops have been taken over by non-Bengalis.

T2
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Backed by the army on 28th April, they cleared Mirpur and Moham-

madpur, two residential districts covering 15 square miles in Dacca, of
their entirc Bengali population, killing everyone who had ignored an ad-
vance warning to leave.
. In Jessore soldiers surrounded the house of Mr. Masihur Ranmah,
an Awumi League member of the National Assembly, and mnon-Bengali
civilians went in killing everyone. A 10 year old boy jumped from the
first floor and was shot in mid-air by a sepoy.

Organisations caring for the refugees who cams into East Pakistan at
the time of Partition and the Razakar backed ‘Peace Committee’ are pub-
lishing press notices inviting applications for “allotment” of shops and
houses left by Bengalis.

In Chittagong locked shops and houses in Laldighi and Reazuddin Ba-
zar were broken open by the army and handed over to non-Bengalis.
Nearly all sequestered property now has signboards and name-plates in Urdu,
the language of West Pakistan.

In the villages the houses have been distributed among members of the
right wing Jamat-e-Islam and Muslim League which were humiliated in
the last election by the Awami League.

All Hindu bank accounts have also been frozen, together with those of
suspected Awami League supporters. The manager of the British National
& Grindlays Bank in Dazca was the only banker to have queried the
directive.

Bengalis have also been forbidden to approach major railway, port and
dock installations. When 5,000 labourers returned to work in Chittagong
docks on Ist May, they were driven away. The installations are now
run by military, naval and non-Bengali personnel.

Senior railway officers in Chittagong were shot and the workers co-
lony burnt down. In Dacca, Ishurdi and Syedpur no Bengali dares ap-
proach a railway junction.

At Dacca and Chittagong airports, 250 porters were flown in from West
Pakistan to replace the Bengalis.

Three thousand Punjabi police now patrol Dacca while Khyber Rifles
from the North-West Frontier and Rangers from the West Pakistan bor-
der, man police stations outside.

Most of the 10,000 militiamen in East Pakistan Rifles who revolte
in March have either crossed the border or are hiding in the villages.
Those who responded to an amnesty call surrendered in Dacca on 15th
May, they were seen being driven away in open trucks blindfolded with
their hands tied behind their backs.

bés

A few days later hundreds of naked corpses were found inthe river
Buriganga and Sitalakhya.

The East Pakistan Rifles have now been remamed the Pakistan De-
fence Force and hundreds of Biharis have been recruited. They are now
being trained with rifles and machine-guns at Peelkhana.

On 28th May, in the Khilgaon district of Dacca, 100 suspects were
picked up after a bomb damaged a non-Bengali shop.

At Motijheel, a non-Bengali demanded 10,000 rupees (about 600
Pounds) from his neighbour, threatening to hand him over to the army if
the money was not paid within 24 hours.

A radio and camera retailer in Stadium market, Dacca found his
stock missing on the 12th May, and reported the incident to the

Martial Law Headquarters. That night during curfew, the shop was
set on fire.

Begum Majeda, a housewife, was fetching water from a street tap.
Two Punjabi policemen tried to lift her on to a truck. She screamed
and the Punjabis were beaten off with sticks and stones. That night
whole of the Bashabo area was set on fire.

It is now considered unmsafe to wear wristwatches on the streets in
Dacca and transistor radios and television sets are kept hidden at home.
Soldiers sell looted transistors, TV sets and wristwatches at between
3 and 6 pounds§ each on the streets.

One officer Colonel Abdul Bari has deposited one crore of rupees
—the equivalent of 833,000 pounds —at the State Bank of Pakistan.

Efforts are now being made to clean the cities up, just before the
sponsored visit to Dacca of a small party of foreign journalists in May.
The bodies of students were removed from Jagannath Hall and Iqbal
Hall in the University Campus and debris was cleared away from the
shelled areas of Shakharipatty, Tantibazar, Shantinagar and Rajarbagh.

Schools and colleges have reopened but there are fer students,
One school with 800 students before the fighting reopened with only
ten.

Most young people between the ages of 16 and 26 have crossed
the border to join the MUKTI FOUJ Training camps.
Their widespread fear is that to be young in East Pakistan is to

be killed. They nurture the hopes also that they may one day live
in a free BANGLADESH.
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THE HONGKONG STANDARD
June 25, 1971
ANCTHER CENGHIS
For bLundreds of years, the nmame of Cenghis Khan has echoed th-
rough history asa byword for cruelty and.butchery.

In the 20th century, it seems a Pakistani namesake of the great
killer is determined to out-do his grisly. predecessor.

Pakistani General Tikka Khan—with modern nicety known as the
“pacifier”” of rebellious East Pakistan—is commanding fierce Punjabi
and Pathan troops who are rupning wild ina fearsome blood bath.

There is overwhelming evidemce of murder, of senseless slaughter
of children, of rape, or prostitution organised by and for semior army
officers, of wholesale, maddened, crazed, blood-thirsty determined
massacre.

Cenghis Khan, for all his bloody faults, at least built up an
empire in the course of his career.

_Tikka Khan and his gang of uniformed cut-throats will be remem-
bered for trying to destroy the people of half a nation.

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH,
London, August 1, 1971

PAKISTAN ARMY ON CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
by Clare Hollingworth

President Yahya Khan is expected to visit East Pakistan today or
- next Tuesday. He will arrive in Dacca at the height of a psychologi-
cal warfare campaign by Bangladesh guerrillas.

This is designed not against the West Pakistanis or the army but
rather to frighten the Bengali population from areas of future actions.

The guerrillas claim they will soon take <¢“dramatic action”. The
Bengalis have been warned not to go near the airport.

There was a clash on Friday night, at Farmgate, an industrial sub-
urb between the city and the airport, between the guerrillas and the
army.

The exchange of automatic fire and loud explosions could be heard
throughout the city and six guerrillas are reported killed.

Far more serious was the destruction by the army of three Chris-
tian villages of Loodaria, Nalchata and Laripara near Dacca, situated
on the branch railway line which runs from Tongi to Arikhold on a
high embankment, {

&3

This is the first time the Defence Forces have been involved in the
burning down and flattening of houses of purely Christian communities.
TFhe guerrillas had derailed a train some miles away along the line—I
saw the results of this action.

At the moment these villages are completely surrounded by water
and many of the men who live there work in offices and hotels in Dacca.
They say that between 3,000 and 4,000 Christians have been rendered
homeless and a few hundred were taken away by the army for ques-
tioning.

Although these events took place on Wednesday, I have been un-
able to obtain any comment from the milifary spokesman, who has not
been available since then. The Catholic clergy in the area are deeply
concerned by this first attack on members of their community.

AL HAWADITH,
 Lebanon, August 20, 1971
WAR OF ANNIHILATION
The Pakistani officer stood in one of the small villages of East
Pakistan (Bengal) and told the hungry public gathered around him: “My
men are wounded and I want some blood. I want volunteers’. Before
waiting for a reply...the soldiers rushed forward, selected some young
men, threw them on the ground, and pricked them in the arteries.
Blood began to flow and continued flowing until the young men died.
This is one picture out of dozens of others which take place every
day since the present regime in West Pakistan declared a war of anni-
hilation against the opposing “people” in Pakistan.
The migration of millions to India, therefore, is not strange. They
have fled from massacre and hunger.

EL COMMERCIO,
Ecuador—September 2, 1971
SLAUGHTER OF 200,000 BENGALIS
by Alfonso Rumazo Gonzales
The slanghter of 200,000 Bengalis in East Pakistan can only be des-
cribed by its true name : Genocide. The crime has been perpetrated
by the West Pakistan army under the orders of the tyrant who governs
there: General Yahya Khan. This figure of 200,000 given by Leon F.
Hesser, Director of (U.S. Aid Agency) A.I.D.rises to 300,000 in Bri-
tish calcnlations. “This has been like a Greek tragedy” expressed the
British expert sent there with help. ’
What did East Pakistan, inhabited principally by Bengalis, ask for ?
Autonomy. The western sector of the country is separated from the
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éastern one by 1,600 kilometers of Indian territory. How can it exist

in these conditions ? Is it fit that a country should have its territory
in two parts at a great distance from each other ? This request for aut-
onomy last March was answered with guns and arms even to the extent
of sending to the grave of such an incredibly large number of people.

A U.SS. commentator stated that only the Second World War had pro-
duced crimes of this magoitude.

And it is not only that so many have perished—this crime continues
even though in smaller numbers now—but that 8,000,000, plagued by hun-
ger and terror, have crossed the frontier and fled into India. The Indian
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi received them and is now the interme-
diary for the distribution of the aid received from the U.S.A., UK.
and a few other countries. For the mext six months, many millions of

dollars will ‘be essential if those unfortunate people are to be saved from
dying of misery and hunger.

The tragedy has increased even more. The whole of East Pakistan
appears menaced by famine. By November, the shortfall in the food re-
quirements and the actual production will be 4,000,000 tons of rice and
wheat. Even if this shortfall is obtained, how can it be transported in a
c@untry whose roads and bridges are completely destroyed by the war
of liberation ? The patriots have tried at every point to prevent com-
munication by the soldiers of the tyrant Yahya Khan'and continue obs-
tructing the criminal repression by destroying roads and bridges, even

though thereby the danger of starvation is coming to them as fatally
as the destruction they have been experiencing... '

This whole game with its devious and deceitful manoeuverings is/

developing with the neglect of the main problem: the human being.
Not one of the countries who have granted help to those unfortunate
millions, have condemned the mostrous genocide committed there with
such fury and ruthlessness. The whole world should have risen up in
arms to denounce the terrible slaughter. Nobody has spoken ; mot one
has done their duty of defending the right to life which is clearly the
focal and fundamental point in the Charter of Human Rights, fully ob-
served in “‘theory” omly. The man of the twentieth century—said Ru-
ssell—is more ruthless and cynical than that of all the previousc enturies.
THE AGE,
Australia, September 11, 1971

THE LOST MILLIONS
by Max Beattie

More than 160 days after the first East Pakistani massacres, 'r,a,gged,

sad-eyed Bengali peasants are still walking into what they believe is the
haven of India carrying their naked babies with them.

LIV

Astonishingly, as many as 40,000 still come every day. This is a
movement of people the like of which the world has rarely seen. Indian
officials now say freely they expect the influx—more than eight million
have arrived already—to rise above 10 million will before the end of the
year.

The September refugees talk of shootings, and rape almostas com-
monly as did the forerunners five months ago......

" SUMMA MAGAZINE,
Caracas, October, 1971
A COUNTRY FULL OF CORPSES

The extermination of the jewish people by the Nazi regime, the ato-
mic crime of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the massactes of Biafra, the na-
pulm of Vietnam, all the great genocides of humanity have found a new
equivalent : Bast Pakistan. Despite the world press baving supplied a
clear exposition of facts, the people do not appear to have realised that
at this moment—and again in Asia~—millions and millions of human beings
face déstruction of their life and motherland.

- The fact can be briefly summed up : East Pakistan has been invaded
5 months ago by the army of West Pakistan, may be, their own bro-
thers. Its inhabitants have been murdered in thousands, its women have
been raped ; children and aged are dying of hunger and cholera, and
more than eight million persons have carried out one of the most dr-
amatic migrations in history, crossing the frontier and taking refuge in
‘India, the country with which once Pakistan was united.

A pathetic view of the tragedy is given to us by the fact that in
a single night in the city of Dacca were killed 50,000 persons by  the
invading army. Between 26 March—the date of invasion—and this mo-
ment, the dead reach more than a million, and every day 30,000 per-
sons leave East Pakistan and take refuge in Indian territory.

THE NEW YORK TIMES
November 17, 1971
EAST PAKISTAN TOWN AFTER RAID BY ARMY
Fire and Destruction

A task force of West Pakistani troops Yisited this town Shekharna-
gar, East Pakistan, of 8,000 on October’ 27 and destroyed it.
Apparently informed—mistakenly, according to residents—that a gue-

rrilla group was here, the army attacked without warning in motor laun-
‘ches. Toward the end of the 20-mile trip from Dacca the launches’
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engines alerted Shekharnagar’s population, most of which fled into nearby
ponds, cannals and paddy fields.

Shooting into houses and huts as they advanced, the troops set
fire to nearly every building. Surviving residents pointed to the fresh
graves where 19 villagers were buried.

The concrete schoolhouse was stripped of its furniture and doors,
which the troops burned to cook their evening meal, and a rice mill
was destroyed. The village’s stock of freshly harvested rice was burned
for the most part, and some 300 cows and sheep were slaughtered.

A large quantity of wheat that villagers said had been sent under
a United States aid program was reportedly loaded into the boats by
the troops.

A warehouse filled with bags of phoshate fertilizer was burned aund
most of the bags were destroyed.

Several buildings belonging to the mosque were burned down and
the Hindu temple—there are about 400 Hindus in the community —was
burned and sacked, and its idols were smashed by gunfire.

Even the local post office was sacked, and the villagers say the troops
took away its stock of stamps and money.

“Do you see this?” a villager said, “They even destroyed our
fruxt. Banana trees like these take a long time to grow, and the sol-
diers heaped up burning straw around them and destroyed them.”

NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE (US.A)
November 22, 1971
BENGAL : THE TIME OF REVENGE

The ghostly remains of recently burned villages scarred the semi-
tropical countryside. Bloated corpses, entangled among white and purple
water hyacinths, floated in the canals as reminders that the verdant
landscape was a scene of tragedy. Along with Clare Hollingworth of
London’s Daily Telegraph, 1 had travelled 45 milss outside the capital
of Dacca—and into the heart of one of the “liberated” zomes held by
the Mukti Bahini guerrillas. The evidence—living as well as dead—of
civil war was everywhere. Hundreds of peasants watched our small du-
gout during the three-hour trip through the swampland canals, but none
of them—not the children tending cattle, nor the fishermen Tepairing
their nets, nor the women carrying mounds of mud to repair their fli-
msy palm leaf houses—returned our waves. “The reason for their see-
ming sullenness,” Mukti Bahini fighter told me later, “is their sufferings.

bt

There is hardly a Bengali family left that has not lost one or several
of its relatives™...

...In ramshackle towns and tiny villages, people were quick to tell
me of daily executions carried out by the army, of wanton destruction
and brutalmes In one small village, everyone seemed to know the story
of a 14 ycar-old gtrl who was raped by twelve soldiers and then killed
——togethcr with her day- -old baby. Inhabitants of another village recoun-
ted how two soldiers had been captured and taken to the martial-law
administrator when they demanded two virgins; the next day the village
was burned and 38 people were killed by the army. Several times du-
ring my trip into the rebel area, I saw Pakistani soldiers loot stores
and help themselves to anything they wanted. To the Bengalis, such
barbarism is a stimulant to their hopes of a free state. Everywhere I
went, Mukti Bahini rebels and sympathizers were talking about the com-

‘ing ‘Hours of judgement. At ome river crossing, I came upon am army

sergearnt beating a Bengali with a huge stick. He stopped when he saw
me, and later the Bengali told me, “its like that every day., But the
day of revenge is coming and it will be terrible.”

THE INDIAN EXPRESS
December 20, 1971
BODIES OF DOCTORS, JOURNALISTS, WRITERS
AND PROFESSORS DUMPED IN PITS

( Despatch from C. S. Pandit, datelined Dacca, December 19, 1971)
In the last weeck beferc the surrender of the Pakistani occupation

-army, about 120 intellectuals, including top doctors, professors, journalists,
‘both men and women, were spirited away from their houses during

curfew hours under military escort. Nothing was heard of them umtil
about 36 bodie = with hands tied behind, were found dumped in thc

pits of some ’ick kilns. -

The shock of the tragedy spread like wild fire among the people
who started thronging the place. Among the dead were the bodies of
Dr. Fazle Rabbi, a top cardiologist of Dacca Medical College ; Dr. Alim

-Choudhury, an eye specialist ; Mr. Nizamuddin, a journalist representating

the BBC Tand one of Pakistan’s two news agencies, Pakistan Press Iqterna-
tional ; Mr. Shahidullah Kaiser, a well-known author and joint editor of
a magazine; Mrs. Akhtar lmam, provost of women’s hostel of Dacca

,Umvcrsnty ; Prof. Munir Choudhury, head of the Deparment of Bengah,
;Dacca University ; Dr. Santosh Bhattacharya, Professor of History ; Mr.
' Sirajuddin Hussain, news editor of Ittefaq and many others.

§—b8
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THE AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA
December 20, 1971
CALCULATED LIQUIDATION OF INTELLECTUALS
BEFORE SURRENDER ' '

tDespatch by Arun Bhattacharjee from Dacca Secretariat, December 19, 1971)

The ‘Secretary-General,’ Ruhul Quddus, of the‘Bangiacfesh Govemment
harshly accused the Pakistani army generals of calculated liquidation and
mass murder of the intellectuals of Dacca before surrender )

" Mr. Quddus was in tears when he said that the best doctors, pro—
fessors, admmxstrators and intellectuals of Bangladesh were killed to cri-
pple Bangladesh When I pomted out that Pakistani Army General Farman
Ali and ‘his staff were saying that these were done by the para- mlhtary
forces and the Razakars, he said, “I know with certainty that the plan
to liquidate them was hatched by these Generals in Dacca cantonment
and on their specific orders, the para- mlhtary forces arrested them and
kllled them inside the cantonment”,

; THE TIMES
London, December 30, 1971
INTELLECTUALS BUTCHERED BEFORE SURRENDER
Peter Hazelhurst
No one will ever know how ‘many intellectuals, doctors, journalists
and young men, most of whom were not involved in polmos, were
rounded up and herded off to disappear for ever. ;
Mrs. Moshina Pasha, the “wife of Prof. Anwar Pasha, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Bengali at Dacca  University, is at present visiting the ‘big pits
in which the mutilated bodies of Bengali mtellectua!s were dueovered to
‘identify the body of her husband. i
Like many others, Prof. Pasha was taken away two days before the

Pakistanis surrendered to the Indian army and driven to arazakar execu-
tion camp.

Two colleagues, Mr. Rashidul Hasan, Lecturer in the Depamnent
ef English, and Professor Santosh Bhattacharya, Professor of History,

vere rounded up on the same morning by the same group of armed
razakars.

The Pakistani prisoners-of-war maintain that they know nothmg about
the atrocities, but evidence has been produced alleging tbat the razakars
were acting under the direct orders of a senior officer.

A memorandum discovered on his desk is said to have eontamed
the name of one victim, Mr. Nizamuddin, with the comment “motivated
stories”; Mr. Nizamuddin’s name was ticked off,

i
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The sols survivor of this pogrom, Mr. Dalwar Hussain, the Chief
Accountant of the Greenland Mercantile Company of Dacca, said that on
the morning of December 14, several razakars pulled him out of his
house. After placing a blindfold =zround his eyes, they drove him by
bus toa camp on the outskirts of Dacca.

He was forced into aroom. A little later, the cloth around his eyes
slackened and he discovered that he was in a room with a score or so
of other prisoners. Some of them had been tortured Toe nails had been
ripped off and toes amputated.

After an hour they were interrogated. The prisoners identified them-
selves as doctors, lawyers, professors and journalists. They were forced
into a bus and driven outto marshlands on the outskirts of Dacca.

The Razakars led their victims to a big tree where about amother
130 prisoners were huddled. Several prisoners asked the Razakars why
they were killing fellow Bengalis. “One of them told us to shut up and
gave an order”, “finish the bastards off”’, Mr, Hussain said, “they started
to shoot prisoners with rifles, and others were simply bayoneted to death.
I managed to slip the rope off my wrists and made a dash towards the
river. By a miracle I escaped”.
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